Seed Structure and Germination
After fertilisation has occurred, the ovary develops into the fruit and the ovules within the ovary become the seeds. The seed contains the embryonic plant in a state of dormancy. The seed also contains the endosperm, a part of the seed that stores nutrients for the young plant. During the last stages of maturing, the seed dehydrates until its water content is only 5-15% of its weight. The embryo stops growing and remains dormant until it germinates. At germination, the seed takes up water and the food store is mobilised to provide nutrients for the growth and development of the plant. 
	[image: image1.png]o 5 2031125125043032,

File Edit View Window Help

Search e, P

AR ZeBE | /1| = & | | Tools | Sign | Comment

poTTo 7
plant. During the last stages of maturing, the seed dehydrates until its water content is only

5-15% of its weight. The embryo stops growing and remains dormant until it germinates. At
germination, the seed takes up water and the food store is mobilised to provide nutrients for
the growth and development of the plant.
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1. Give a brief definition of a seed.

2. State the purpose of the endosperm. 

3. What is the dormant state of a seed?

4. What is the water content of a seed during its dormant state?
5a. Define germination (use internet / dictionary)
5b. What happens at germination?

6. Why does a seed require a food store?

7a. What is the radicle?
7b. What is the plumule?
8. What are cotyledons?

9. Try to guess/deduce why some plants are called monocotyledons and others are called dicotyledons.

10. Why must stored seeds be kept dry?

